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TO: Colleen Hart, U.S. EPA 301787
FROM: Craig G. Raben, FIT
DATE: September 18, 1991

SUBJECT: Griffin Wellpoint Corporation, (aka Griffin Dewatering Co.)
Hammond, Indiana; IND016366213/R05-8605-06/FINO530PA

From 1967 to present, Griffin Wellpoint Corporation (Griffin) site
has been an active construction company located at 3450 Calumet Avenue,
Lake County, Hammond, Indiana, that specializes in removing impurities
from groundwater (dewatering). The site is located in a highly indus-

trialized area.

This 8-acre site is divided into two sections. The back forty
section is used to store old well construction equipment and rusted,
empty drums. This area is vegetated by weeds and grass. The operations
section of the site consists of a garage or work shed, storage tanks
that contained diesel fuel, and a storage area for feedstocks. Feed-
stocks include o0il, paint, paint thinner, and degreaser, which are
stored in 55-gallon drums; no wastes are produced from use of the

feedstocks.

On September 10, 1980, U.S. EPA investigated the site and observed
290 empty drums and 16 open drums that were full or partially full,
stored in the back forty storage section. Only one full drum was
labeled; its contents were identified as ethylene glycol. Many of the
empty drums were completely rusted out. During the investigation, Mr.

Hockberger (manager of the site), stated that the fuller drums pre-

rECyCiet dape:



viously contained paint, fuel o0il, or antifreeze. He also stated that
the contents of the fuller drums had become too diluted with rainwater

and wvere stored as unusable product.

A minor chemical spill occurred in the operations part of the
facility on April 14, 1986, when an employee left a garden hose on
overnight while mixing a solution of one (1) part Carb-Gon (automotive
parts cleaner) and two (2) parts water. The solution overflowed onto
the floor of the storage area; approximately 200 gallons of the solution
was spilled into a floor drain, which drains into a ditch in front of
the site. The ditch is connected to a drainage system that eventually
empties into the Indiana Harbor Canal, approximately 2 1/2 miles east of
the site. The company pumped 7,100 gallons of discolored water from the
ditch into empty tanks that were then stored on-site for later use. No

samples of spilled material were collected.

On June 4, 1991, Ecology and Environment, Inc./Field Investigation
Team (FIT), conducted an off-site reconnaissance inspection of the
Griffin site. FIT observed approximately 20 drums stored on a holding
rack behind the feedstock area. Piles of rusted equipment were located
in the feedstock area, which was surrounded by a fence with a gate. FIT

observed stressed vegetation adjacent to the ditch in front of the site.

The site overlies a highly permeable subsurface with a high water
table, but migration to groundwater is unlikely due to the small amount
of waste spilled into the soil. The groundwater within 4 miles of the
Griffin site is not used for drinking purposes. Residences within a
4-mile radius obtain water from surface water intakes on Lake Michigan.
The closest surface water intake is the Whiting Intake, located approxi-

mately 7 1/2 miles from the site.

There is a potential for migration to occur to the surface water
and fisheries through the ditch located in front of the site. Any sub-
stances that flow into the floor drain will flow into the ditch and into

the drainage system that empties into the Indiana Harbor Canal. A wet-



lands area is located approximately 1/2 mile from the site. However,
because no overland migration pathway was observed, the probability of

substances migrating to this wetlands is low.

Three homes are located within 200 feet of the site; approximately
40 employees work on-site. There is a potential for direct contact to

occur.

No odors associated with the site have been reported, the site is
well vegetated and there has been no observed release of hazardous
substances into the air. Therefore, the probability of substances to

migrate in the form of windblown particulates is low.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Colleen Hart, U.S. EPA
FROM: Craig A. Raben, FIT
DATE: September 18, 1991

SUBJECT: Griffin Wellpoint Corporation (aka Griffin Dewatering Co.)
Hammond, Indiana; IND016366213/R05-8605-06/FINO5S30PA

During a United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
inspection of the Griffin Wellpoint Corporation site in Hammond, Indiana
conducted on September 10, 1980, the site operator, Mr. Hockberger,
stated that the company would clean up the drums in the yard and dispose
of them in a responsible manner. On June 4, 1991, Ecology and Environ-
ment, Inc./Field Investigation Team (FIT) conducted an off-site recon-
naissance inspection of the site. FIT believes complete clean-up did
not occur because during this inspection approximately 20 drums and a

number of piles of rusted equipment were observed.

FIT recommends that the Griffin site proceed to the screening site
inspection level with medium priority because of the potential for con-
taminants to migrate to surface water via the ditch in front of the site
and through the drainage system. Also, there is a high potential for
direct contact to occur via soil exposure for the residents living
adjacent to the site and the approximately 40 employees who work

on-site.
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PA TABLE 1: WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (WC) SCORES

PA Table 1a: WC Scores for Single Source Sites and Formdas

for Multiple Source Sites
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SINGLE SOURCE SITES (assigned WC scores) MULTIPLE SOURCE
T SITES
: SOURCE TYPE Formula for
a we =18 wC = 32 we = 100 Assligning Source
wQ Values
I N/A <100 tbs >100 to 10,000 be > 10,000 be s + 1
¥
]
4
w
a
! N/A <500,000 bs > 500,000 to SO mvllion lbs > 50 edion b Ibs + 5,000
:
<6.75 million f* | >8.75 million ft’ to 675 milion f’} > 875 miion f° f + 67,500
Landfill £250,000 yd? >250,000 to 25 m¥ion yd? > 25 milion v’ yd + 2.500
Surface <6,750 > 6,750 f° to 675,000 O > 875,000 ¢ 0P+ 675
v . Jment <250 yd* > 250 to 25,000 yd® > 25.000 yd + 2.5
o lprums £1,000 drums > 1,000 to 100,000 drums > 100,000 drums drums + 10
L _
U | Tanks and non- £50,000 gefions >50,000 to S milion geflons | > milion gaflone gallons + 500
M ]drum containers
¢ . <6.75 milon f® | >6.75 million f? to 675 million ] > 67 elion 0 ° + 67,500
Contaminated sod £250,000 yd® > 250,000 to 25 mBon yd’ > 25 wilion yd* yd® + 2,500
6,750 i >6.750 ft 10 675,000 e’ > 675,000 ¢ 7+ 675
Pie £250 v >250 to 25,000 yd? > 25,000 v yd + 25
£340,000 f? > 340,000 to 34 milion fo! > 34 mlion ft! e + 3,400
Landfall <7.8 acres >7.8 10 780 acres > T80 acres acres + 0.078
Suface £1,300 & >1.300 1o 130.000 ! >130,000 ! e+ 13
impoundment <0.029 ocren >0.028 10 2.9 ocree >283 ocree acres + 0.00029
A
'y ; £3.4 miion ! >3.4milionto 340 mBon f' | >340 mlon i ¢ + 34,000
g |Contaminated sod <78 acres >78 10 7,800 acres >7.800 acres acres + 0.78
A
- - £1,300 17 > 1,300 to 130,000 fr > 120,000 ¢ n”+ 13
Pie . £0.029 ocres >0.028 w0 2.9 acres >29 ocres acres + 0.00029
£27,000 & >27,000 to 2.7 milion ! >2.7 ailion f! nw + 270
Land treatment $0.62 scres >0.62 to 62 ascres >€2 acres acres + 0.0062

1ton = 2000 s = | v = 4 drums = 200 gefions
* {se srea of Send surface under ple, not surface ares of pile.

PA Table 1b: WC Scores for Multiple Source Skes
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GRCUND WATER LUSF DESCRIPTION

Describe Ground Water Use Within 4-miles of the Site:
{Provide genevalized stratigraphy; infcrmation on zquifers, municipal
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Provide 8 Sketch of the Surface Water Migration Route:
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